1916 First Avenue – Glazan Block
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Heritage Register - Building
1) Historical Name: Glazan Block
2) Common Name: Seniors Centre
3) Address: 1916 First Avenue
4) Date of Construction: 1902
5) Design, Style, Architecture, Architect:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Description:
The Glazan Block is located at 1916 First Avenue, Rossland B.C. This single-storey, flatroofed structure measures 30’ x 60’ and sits on a level lot. Its significant brick construction can
be seen on the exterior sidewalls. At the front, stucco covered the brick until 2017. At that
time, the stucco was removed and the original brick was exposed and repaired. This historic
place includes the building on its footprint.
Heritage Value:
Following the disastrous fire of 1902, the City of Rossland introduced a by-law requiring
all new construction be made of brick. The Glazan Block, built by Sam Glazan, was the first to

meet this by-law, giving it heritage value. The original building, constructed in 1896 on the same
lot, was wood-framed and sat on the western part of the City’s first commercial area along
Spokane Street, which included the famous “Sourdough Alley” between First and Columbia
avenues.
The building’s designer included features in the facade, which make it of architectural
value: a pediment extends from a parapet fronting the flat roof, topped by globes at the
corners; arched windows grouped in pairs are divided by brick columns; and horizontal rows of
brickwork in a colour differing from the main red brick run across it. The whole is relieved by
inset and protruding brickwork.
Following its initial use as a new and used furniture store, the building was sold to the
B.C. Telephone Company in 1909. That company used the building as an office and exchange
until it sold the structure to the City of Rossland in 1958. Since then, it has been the home of
the City’s Senior Centre.
Character Defining Element:
 Location on its original site in a former significant portion of the downtown commercial
area
 Original exposed brick exterior walls

A plaque on front façade, which identifies the Glazan Block as a significant Rossland
heritage building.

Glazan Block c. 1910

HISTORY
Pre 1897 - 1909:
The Glazan Block was built in 1902 by Samuel Glazan, to replace a building he owned on
the same lot that was destroyed by the fire of August 25, 1902 - a fire that wiped out

commercial buildings on Spokane Street between Columbia and First Avenue and many on the
north side of First Avenue between Spokane and Washington Streets.
Tax rolls and the 1897 Insurance Map of Rossland show that Glazan’s original building
was built prior to 1897, in the first permanent commercial area of downtown Rossland to
develop. Sourdough Alley was virtually gone by 1898. It would have been of wood construction
- a problem recognized by the City which prompted a new by-law written after the 1902 fire,
requiring all new construction for commercial buildings to be of brick. Glazan rebuilt his
building of brick apparently in the same year, 1902, and that brick building still stands today.
Newspaper accounts in the August 27, 1902 issue of the Rossland Miner report a
petition by the burned out property owners to be allowed to build temporary places of business
i.e., wood or galvanized iron on their lots. In the August 29th issue, Elmor Rolf, a well-known
contractor, provided the Miner with some thoughts on advantages of brick - they were
available at Robson and Nelson yards, construction costs were higher but insurance costs
lower. In September, there were two different articles that reported new brick buildings being
planned. The September 24th issue of the Rossland Miner, titled, “Building Operations Under
Way”, says that the contract for the Glazan Block has been let to J. Wood for a one storey,
30’X60’ brick building with a basement.
Business happened very quickly in Rossland in its early years! Fire destroys Glazan’s
business on August 25, 1902 and a September 24th issue of the Miner reference the rebuilding
of the Glazan Block:
“Across the street a crew of men are engaged in excavating for the Glazan Block.
This will be a brick structure 30’ by 60’ and one storey with basement. It is the
intention of the owner to proceed with the new work as rapidly as possible.”

The Rossland Tax rolls indicate that Glazan owned a building on Washington Street prior
to buying the property and existing building on First Avenue in 1898. The Tax Roll for 1910
shows the ownership of the property and building, Block 16, Lot #2, as B. C. Telephone Co., thus
Glazan sold his place in 1909 since tax rolls reflect the previous year.
1910 - 1956:
The B.C. Telephone Company bought the Glazan Block in 1909 and made changes to the
interior of the building and erected a sign in the upper portion of the front facade, saying “BC
Telephone Company 1910”. Miss MacDonald, Ethel Fox and Anne Isaacson were telephone
operators when B.C. Tel opened for business.
B.C. Telephone continued from this building until 1956 when a new building was
constructed on the southeast corner of Columbia Avenue and Spokane Street in May of that
year. This is when the first dial telephones were introduced into the community thus replacing
the need for operators.
1957 - 2002:
In 1958, the old B.C. Telephone building was purchased for a nominal sum by the City of
Rossland and became Rossland’s B. C. Centennial Project as announced in the Rossland Miners
July 24, 1958 issue. In the 1985 Rossland Historic Commercial Buildings book written by Sheila

Corrado, it described the community spirit that transformed this vacant building into the
Seniors Center:
“Many volunteers such as Ike Glover, Jim Shellard, Harry Johnsen, Ernie Turner,
Tom Steegstra and Henry Rodden sacrificed their time and energy and were
responsible for converting the building into a club room for Senior Citizens. A
campaign to “Buy a Brick for the Citizens’ Club” proved successful and a memorial
wall was built with the names of Rosslanders, both living and dead, inscribed on
the bricks. The building was opened in August 1958 during the B.C. Centennial
celebrations in Rossland.”

The cost of inscribing your name on a “brick” in 1958 was $5.00. The bricks on the wall
have been signed by what amounts to the founding families of Rossland. Starting from the top
left corner are names now synonymous with Rossland: the Eslings and the Wises, as well as
long gone, but not forgotten, local organizations such as the Rossland Co-Op Transportation
Society.
The Senior’s have continued to add names over the years and as of 2021, there are
3,647 names on the walls. A listing of these names is available. Each year, there are a few
people from out of town who stop by to see if they can trace their parents, grand-parents and
great grand-parents families.

RESTORATIONS 2002 – 2016
In 2002, the Seniors Centre was earmarked for demolition. The interior north wall at
the back of the building was separated from the floor to such an extent that the entire back of
the building was blocked off. Mould issues on the ceiling in the back room as well as in the
basement needed to be dealt with. In 2010, the Senior’s spent many volunteer hours and with
funding from various organizations (government, Columbia Basin Trust, credit union, Lions)
commenced the restoration. The first task was to replace the foundation from 12 by 12 inch
cedar timbers to concrete pillars. Next the floor in the back half of the building had to be
redone. The walls were repairable but the electrical work had to be replaced. Further
renovations included updating the kitchen.
RESTORATIONS 2017 - 2018
In early 2017, the Rossland Seniors Centre in conjunction with the City of Rossland and
Heritage B.C. commenced a project to remove the unappealing stucco façade to reveal the
original character of the building and restore the exposed brick. This resulted in restoring the
architecturally significance attributed to the Glazan Block. The design and detail of the original
façade speaks to an earlier time and is unique in Rossland’s downtown. Columbia Basin Trust,
the federal New Horizons Seniors grant program, bequests from those seniors who have passed
on and generous public donations were the major sources of financing for the building
restoration.

Glazan Block – 2009 prior to 2017 - 2018 restoration

