
12 ROSSLAND’S COURTHOUSE
 2288 Columbia Ave.

Rossland’s third courthouse since 1894 was completed in 1901 
at a cost of $53,000. Designed by J. J. Honeyman, the building 
characterizes late Victorian architecture with its symmetrical corner 
towers, highly pitched roof and almost fortress-like appearance. 
Exquisite woodwork and a large stained-glass window dominate 
and dignify the courtroom. The large granite blocks which support 
the building were taken from a city quarry. In 1986 it was granted 
National Heritage status. 

13 DRILL HALL
 2095 Monte Christo St.

This brick and granite building was built during the Boer War in  
1904 at a cost of $12,500. It was constructed as a Drill Hall for the 
Rocky Mountain Rangers with a large training area on the main floor 
and storage for artillery and a rifle range in the well-fortified basement. 
The roof is covered in the original copper tiles, each embossed with 
a maple leaf. From 1919 to 1945, it was also used by the Rossland 
Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. In 1957 the Trail School District 
bought the Drill Hall and it became known as the “Annex” for MacLean 
School and used as a gym, cafeteria and place for performances.

14 MONTREAL HOTEL
 2196 Columbia Ave. 

The Montreal Hotel is valued as being representative of the many, 
smaller hotels built in Rossland in the late 1890s. The building’s 
Western Venacular style of architecture is characteristic of boom  
town buildings – a pitched roof with a false front facade. Today  
this building has rental accommodations on the second floor and  
a commercial space on the main floor. For many years the building 
was commonly known as the OK Store – a delivery/supply store for 
fruit from the Okanagan.

15 LALONDE & RODIER BLOCK
 2116, 2118, 2132 & 2140 Columbia Ave.

Mr. C.O. Lalonde came to Rossland in 1895 and established a boot 
and shoe store. His faith in the future of Rossland led him to purchase 
this property and in 1896 Lalonde’s Shoe and Boot Shop began 
business in this building. This building called a Block, originally  
and still today, contains four separate business premises.

16 JORDAN BLOCK
 2104 – 2110 Columbia Ave.

Constructed in 1898, the building served as a Fire/Hose Hall, storing 
fire apparatus until a new Fire Hall was built on First Ave. in 1900.  
In 1911, Mr. J. M. Jordan purchased the two buildings (on lots 1 and 
2) and established the “biggest furniture store in the Interior of B.C.” 
This is the origin of the name, Jordan Block. 

17 POST OFFICE
 2096 Columbia Ave. 

In 1901, construction of Rossland’s fifth Post Office began under  
the direction of Thomas Bradbury. The exterior of the main floor is  
of locally quarried granite with a brick facade on the upper floor. The 
second storey features an oriel window. The building was completed 
in 1903 at a cost of $80,000. The 3rd storey with its Gothic style roof 
was lost in the 1929 fire that destroyed the north side of Columbia 
Avenue between the Bank of Montreal and the Post Office.

8 WALLACE BUILDING
 2167 Columbia Ave. 

This false front building was erected at the turn of the century. Lorne 
Campbell, manager of the West Kootenay Power and Light Co. owned 
this building which served as the Conservative Party headquarters. In 
1923, the Salvation Army purchased the building and remained there 
until disbanding in 1968. Subsequently, it served as a carpenter shop, 
electronic shop and continues with commercial enterprises on the 
main floor and living quarters on the upper floor.

9 VELVET BLOCK
 2197 Columbia Ave.

The Insurance Map of 1897 labels this building as the “St. Elmo,” a 
three-storey, wooden-framed building that, because of the sloping 
lot, was actually a four-storey building at the back with a plumber’s 
shop located in the basement. In 1899, Jordon and Lockhart set up 
a furniture store and undertaking business inside. The top floor was 
removed in the 1940s for “tax purposes.”

10 TENNIS COURTS
 2630 LeRoi St.

The tennis courts were built circa 1905 and have served the 
community with over 110 years of continuous operation. For many of 
the early years there was an adjacent clubhouse for players and their 
friends. The playing surface has been refurbished a number of times 
but the beautiful vista remains.

11 SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
 2414 Columbia Ave. 

The original Catholic church, built in 1895, was on Davis Street near 
the Miner’s Union Hall. The present church was constructed in 1915 
under the direction of Father A. K. MacIntyre. Popularly known as 
“Father Mac,” he served the parish for nearly 60 years and was loved 
by all. Designed in the style of Spanish Mission churches of California, 
the integrity of the building has been kept. The five buttresses visible 
on the exterior walls allow the interior of the Church to be open with 
no need of pillars or posts. The large and beautiful stained glass 
windows are noteworthy.

1 MINERS’ UNION HALL 
 1765 Columbia Ave. 

The Western Federation of Miners became an international union 
when Rossland received its charter in 1895. The Rossland branch was 
very instrumental in bringing about important provincial legislation 
concerning the eight hour work-day and workers’ compensation. 
The hall, built in 1898, is a three-storey building of High Victorian 
architecture and is one of the few Miners’ Union Halls still existing in 
Canada. A unique feature is the “raked stage.” A raked stage is one 
that is built on an angle that slopes upward and away from the front 
of the stage in order to improve the audience’s view. The degree of 
the slope, called the rake, can vary but is usually with a rake of five 
degrees or less. The hall was both a hotbed of union activity and a 
social centre for the community. Today, the Miners’ Union Hall is an 
important social hub of the community. 

2 LEMON BLOCK
 1841 Columbia Ave.

The Lemon Block is the oldest heritage building in downtown 
Rossland. In 1895, Bob Lemon commenced the construction of one 
of the very first lath and plastered buildings in the town. On the 
completion of the building, Mr. Lemon moved in one of the most 
complete stocks of mining supplies ever seen in the country. The 
Lemon Block was home to a number of businesses in the early years. 
At some point in Rossland’s history the Lemon Block ceased being a 
commercial building with living accommodations on the second floor 
and became, simply, an apartment building.

3 SWIMMING POOL
 1869 Columbia Ave.

Rosslanders take pride in having the oldest still-operating outdoor 
swimming pool in the province and the fact that it has served the 
community since 1932. The construction of the Rossland Swimming 
Pool is a testament to the community initiative and spirit of 
Rosslanders of the early 1930’s – when the gold mines had finally 
closed and the Great Depression had begun. Land was donated by the 
City, Cominco donated the pump, individual fundraising provided the 
materials and volunteers provided the labour.

4 BURNS BLOCK
 1973 Columbia Ave.

This brick structure was built in 1905 by Pat Burns to house his 
second butcher shop. Using meat from his Alberta ranches and his 
local slaughterhouses, Burns established a string of commercial meat 
markets in many West Kootenay communities and mining camps of 
the 1890s. The Burns Block contained a butcher shop for over 70 
years – from 1905 to 1977, then it became the Associate Medical 
Clinic on the main floor with residential use on the top floor. 

5 FATHER PAT MEMORIAL
 In front of 2071 Columbia Ave.

The Father Pat Monument honors Henry Irwin, an Anglican minister 
known affectionately as Father Pat, who served the community from 
1896 to 1899. In early 1902, when news came back to Rossland of 
his death, a committee was formed to find the best way to honour 
Father Pat for his contributions to the community. The Monument was 
designed by the local architect, J. J. Honeyman, and is distinctive in 
its use of Rossland granite and Kaslo marble. Power was conveyed to 
the Monument and the four corner globe lights were electrified. 

6 STONE BLOCK
 2105 Columbia Ave.

The Stone Block is easily recognized by its random rubble stone, 
plain pediment and cut stone quoins. Built in 1897, it was first used 
by a number of businesses offering professional services but it soon 
became the Bank of Toronto premises. For many years the Stone 
Block was the C. S. Williams Medical Clinic. It is one of 23 historic 
downtown buildings that survived the fires of 1927 and 1929, which 
remain as visual reminders of the time when Rossland was emerging 
as the pre-eminent gold mining center of Canada. 

7 WEST KOOTENAY POWER & LIGHT CO.
 2127 Columbia Ave. 

In May 1897, the West Kootenay Power and Light Co. was 
incorporated to supply electricity to the mines of Rossland. This 
building, owned by Lorne Campbell, the first Manager of the Company, 
was leased to the W.K.P. & L. to house the head office. In 1930, 
the head office was moved to Trail and the building operated an 
electrical appliance store until the end of World War II. Today it houses 
commercial enterprises on the main floor and Mountain Shadow 
Hostel on the second floor.
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the main floor and apartments upstairs. From 1957 to 1983, it was 
owned by the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Since 1983 it has been the 
home of the Rossland Light Opera Players which was founded in 1951 
and is believed to be the oldest musical theatre company in British 
Columbia. In 2013, a major restoration project of the building’s facade 
was undertaken with authentic reproduction of original details along 
with new paint on trim and walls.

22 ROSSLAND CITY HALL/FIRE HALL
 2115 Queen St. 

One of the prime reasons for Rossland’s incorporation in 1897 was the 
growing need for better fire protection. In early 1900, construction of 
this brick building was completed. The three large arched doors 
guaranteed quick departure from the hall. Horses, which pulled the hose 
cars, were kept in stables in the back. The upper floor was used for city 
offices and council chambers as well as sleeping rooms for the firemen. 
In 1961, the original hose tower was removed and in 1991 it was 
reinstalled as a result of an application to make the building a provincial 
Firefighters Museum. The city offices moved to a new location on 
Columbia Ave in 1987. Today, the main floor of the building is a 
restaurant. The upper level was made into three condominium units. 

23 ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 2100 First Ave. 

The first Presbyterian service in Rossland was held in 1895 by Rev. 
Robertson in a store on Sour Dough Alley using planks laid on kegs  
for pews. This building was constructed in 1898 as a Presbyterian 
Church under the direction of Rev. Gandier. St. Andrew’s became 
a United Church in 1925 when the Methodist, Presbyterian and 
Congregational faiths amalgamated. Its stately presence with tall 
spire and red, metal-clad roof, one block up a steep hill, makes it a 
Rossland landmark.

24 BELLEVUE HOTEL
 2003 Second Ave.

Originally called the Bellevue Hotel and later the C.P.R., this hotel 
was built in 1897 and was named the Orwell Hotel in 1903. Situated 
across from the C.P.R. station, the Orwell was a popular drinking 
establishment for men returning from work on the afternoon railway. 
Since 1992, this building has been called The Flying Steamshovel, 
with a pub on the main floor and hotel rooms on the upper floors. 

25 MUNN’S BAKERY 
 1999 Second Ave. 

Alex Munn opened a bake shop in this store in 1902. In the 1920s it 
became Mrs. Bailey’s Confectionary Store, a popular stop for many 
children on their way home from school. Subsequently, the building 
served as a corner store operated by various owners until its closure 
in the 1970s. Today, this is the site of a local restaurant – Idgie’s.

26 AGNEW & CO.
 2253 Washington St. 

For 40 years, 1899-1939, the Agnew & Co., business served the 

community as a successful grocery, dry goods and mercantile store. It 
was built, owned and operated by George Agnew and then his son-in-
law, Oswald Bisson. Exterior renovations have disguised the fact that 
the Agnew & Co. building was constructed in two stages, first in 1899 
and then expanded in 1901. Demolition of a portion of the 1899 building 
occurred in 1939, creating the footprint and building we see today. 
Since 1939, it has seen many uses. Today it houses the Rossland Inn.

27 WEST KOOTENAY SUBSTATION
 1817 Planer Cres.

In 1898, the West Kootenay Power and Light Co. first delivered 
electrical power to Rossland over a 32-mile-long, 20,000-volt line 
from Bonnington Falls on the Kootenay River – the longest and 
highest voltage transmission line in the world at the time. This brick 
substation sheltered the transformers and equipment required to step 
down and deliver power to the city and the mines. The substation was 
replaced in 1929. This building is currently a private residence.

28 GLAZAN BLOCK
 1916 First Ave.

This brick building was built in 1902 as a new and used furniture 
store. It was the first brick building to be built after the 1902 fire 
which destroyed all of the buildings on either side of Spokane 
Avenue between Columbia Ave. and 1st St. In 1909 the building 
was purchased by the BC Telephone Co., and used as Rossland’s 
telephone exchange until 1958 when an automated exchange was 
installed on Columbia Avenue. The City purchased the building for a 
dollar and it has been the home of the Semior Citizens’ Association 
since. In 2018 the 1960s stucco covering of the front of the building  
was removed and the original brick facade restored. 

29 LIQUOR STORE
 2063 Washington St.

This building housed a number of businesses throughout the years, 
including a liquor store, a shoe store, a butcher shop and the 
Washington Apartments. Today, it has a bookstore on the main floor 
and a residence on the upper floor.

30 HUNTER BROTHERS STORE
 1990 Columbia Ave.

Constructed in 1905, the building housed the Hunter Brothers 
Department Store until 1959. During a time when most businesses 
were small and more specialized, Hunter Bros. was diversified, 
catering to housewives, miners and businesses alike. Since 1959, it 
has been a department store, a grocery store and a hardware store. 
In 2014, the interior was divided into separate retail spaces with their 
own street accesses on Columbia Ave. and Washington St.

31 KAMLOOPS MINING & DRILLING CO.
 1854 Columbia Ave. 

The Kamloops Mining & Drilling Co. was built in 1895 or 1896. 
The ground floor housed a variety of businesses including a cigar 
manufacturing shop. It was later converted into separate apartments. 

18 BANK OF MONTREAL
 2004 Columbia Ave. 

Built between 1898 and 1899, the bank was one of five major Canadian 
banks competing in Rossland. This magnificent brick building provided 
a refreshing permanence amongst a sea of wooden structures. The 
cornerstone bears the altitude bench mark of 3410 feet above sea level. 
F. M. Rattenbury, the architect, also designed the Parliament buildings 
in Victoria. J.S.C. Fraser was the manager of the Bank of Montreal until 
1912 and played an important role in both the business and social life 
of early Rossland. The Bank sold the building in 2000 and it has since 
become the home of various commercial enterprises.

19 COLLINS HOTEL
 2038 Washington St.

The Collins Hotel, built in 1896, was one of 40 hotels in early 
Rossland. It had a barroom, three clubrooms, a large dining room and 
a large kitchen on the main floor. There were 14 bedrooms. In 1934, 
Jack Hackney bought both the Hoffman House and the Collins Hotel 
and ran Hackney’s Hardware in both premises with accommodation 
above. It continued as a hardware store under three owners into 
the 1990s. Today, the main floor is a commercial enterprise with 
apartments in the upper floors.

20 HOFFMAN HOUSE
 2044 Washington St. 

Built in 1896 by Harry McIntosh, the Hoffman House is representative of 
a larger hotel at the turn of the century in Rossland. The Hoffman House 
was considered the best hotel in the district boasting a dining room, club 
rooms, a bar room, 30 bedrooms and four bowling alleys in the rear. The 
bowling alleys were destroyed by fire in 1913. Ownership and use of 
the Hoffman House changed many times over the past 120 years. From 
1934 to 2009 it was a hardware store under several owners.

21 BODEGA HOTEL
 2054 Washington St.

Erected in 1896 or 1897, the Bodega was a hotel and saloon. After 
the gold mining days ended, the Bodega Hotel was used for a variety 
of business enterprises such as a jewelry store and restaurant on 

A COLOURFUL HISTORY

ATTRACTED BY THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD in the Red Mountain 
area, a man named Ross Thompson, who Rossland was later 
named for, arrived at the Rossland camp in 1891. Convinced 
of the camp’s bright future, Thompson acquired a crown 

grant for a pre-emption of 160 acres which soon became the City of 
Rossland. The call of gold echoed across the land – the rush was on! 
The population exploded as prospectors and entrepreneurs poured into 
town seeking their fortunes. And fortune there was. The biggest mine, 
the LeRoi, grossed over $30 million dollars, $1.2billion in 2018 dollars.

By 1898 Rossland was booming. There were four banks, seven 
newspapers, a stock exchange and 42 saloons doing business 24 hours 
a day. The International Music Hall and Opera House provided places 
for touring vaudeville shows, prize fights and classic opera. Hotel rooms 
cost as much as $10 a night and those who couldn’t afford the luxury 
could rent a chair at the International for $1 and stay until morning. 

The sudden onslaught of construction was a declaration of the pioneers’ 
healthy optimism. The wooden composition of the buildings reflected 
the spontaneity of the boom town. The vernacular “Western False Front” 
architecture which characterized most western boom towns was the 
most popular style. Several large buildings were erected composed of 
brick, stone and granite from a city quarry. These buildings offered a 
refreshing permanence and a confident stability to the newly erected 
town. Rossland’s Heritage Register included 29 buildings and 13 sites –  
many of which are included in the Heritage Walking Tour.

The gold mines closed in 1929, and 
there were three large and disasterous 
fires in the downtown area in 1902, 
1927 and 1929. The first was on 
Spokane St. The others in destroyed 
many buildings along both sides 
of Columbia Avenue bringing 
to a close a productive and 
exciting era. With so many 
buildings constructed of 
wood, fire was always a 
threat to Rossland; many 
fine structures have 
been lost forever –  
churches, hotels, halls, 
schools and the area 
known as Chinatown.
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