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Heritage Register - Site

1) Historical Name: Trail Wagon Road
2) Common Name: Wagon Road

3) Location: from the intersection of Columbia Avenue and St. Paul Street in Rossland to
Warfield, following the north side of the Trail Creek Valley

4) Date of Construction: 1893

Background Information

“During the summer of 1893, the LeRoi company, aided financially by the provincial
government, undertook the construction of the wagon road to Trail Creek Landing, for the dual
purpose of bringing in machinery and hauling out ore.”

A “History of Rossland and the Trail Creek District,” by
Harold Kingsmill (1897)

Ore from the Rossland mines had to be processed before the gold could be recovered
and the nearest smelter was in Butte, Montana. Thus, ore had to be transported by horse and
wagon down to the Columbia River where it could be loaded on boats destined for the
smelters. It was also true that to fully appreciate the worth of the output from the mines for
financial investment purposes, large amounts of the ore had to be smelted.

In 1895, Fritz Augustus Heinze gave notice that he would be building a smelter in Trail
and he also made plans to build a tramway to the Rossland mines to more easily transport the
ore to his smelter. Construction of the tramway began in late 1895 and it was soon renamed as
the Columbia and Western Railway and the 13 kilometer route with narrow gauge rails was
completed by June of 1896. The smelter was in full production!

The Wagon Road continued to be well used for travel by foot and by horse/mule
between Rossland and Trail after the ore wagons were gone. In March of 1895 a stagecoach
company began operations and conveyed people in 10 passenger vehicles to and from Trail
Creek Landing. Apparently the ride took 4 to 6 hours.

Perhaps the decline in the use of the Wagon Road came with the advent of motorized
vehicles and the construction of a new road to Trail built around 1912 which follows today’s
highway route.

Today, the Wagon Road is a popular walking, hiking and biking trail that remains open
from Rossland to Warfield.



